Altered passive eruption: an etiology of short clinical crowns.
The gingival complex plays a vital role in the overall beauty of a smile. To predictably achieve a successful esthetic and functional result, the dentist must be able to precisely predict the treatment outcome based on biologic determinants. In this article, the biologic requirements for gingival health are discussed. In addition, a differential diagnosis for excess gingival display and treatment options for this condition are discussed.